Tehama County Groundwater Sustainability Agency Proposed Regulations
Rule I. Governing New and Replacement Agricultural Wells
a. New and replacement Agricultural Wells shall meet a minimum screened depth
requirement as described in AGScreenDepthMap01 attached hereto as Exhibit A.
b. To determine the minimum depth to which an agricultural well will be permitted
to be perforated, the E-log for the test hole shall be submitted to the Tehama
County Environmental Health Department (the “Department”). The E-log shall be
reviewed by the Department to determine the required depth allowed to be
perforated, and the required placement of a 20 foot bentonite seal. The
minimum perforated depth shall be determined with the utilization of the
AGScreenDepthMap01 Program, which calculates the 85th percentile level of
domestic wells in the 9 square mile area from the location of the proposed well.
The 20 foot bentonite seal shall start at the 85th percentile depth and extend
downward 20 feet. If the 85th percentile level is a highly permeable sand or
gravel layer then the bentonite seal shall be placed deeper to the shallowest
point where there is a less permeable strata for an effective seal installation.
Rule II. Governing New and Replacement Domestic Wells
a. New and Replacement Domestic Wells shall meet the minimum depth
requirement as described on DomWellDepthMap01 attached hereto as Exhibit B.
b. To determine the minimum permitted depth for a domestic well, the
Department shall utilize the DomesticWellDepthMap01. The proposed domestic
well location shall be placed on the Map which in turn will specify the minimum
permitted well depth. This minimum depth is not a guarantee as to water
availability or production, but rather a minimum requirement only for the
specific area.
Rule III.

Governing Appeals

a. An applicant for a Tehama County Well permit that disagrees with the standards
described in any of the regulations governing new and replacement Agricultural
Wells or New and Replacement Domestic Wells as herein described can appeal.
b. That appeal shall be in writing and mailed to the Deputy Director of Public Works
– Water Resources for Tehama County who acts as the Executive of the Tehama
County Flood Control and Water Conservation District.
c. The Executive shall issue a written decision on the matter within 45 days of the
postmark on the envelope containing the appeal.
d. The written decision shall be mailed to the applicant at the address provided in
the application for a well permit within five days of being issued.
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e. The Executive shall not override the standards found in the applicable map
identified in the regulations unless the findings show the standards in that map
do not accurately represent the actual circumstances.
f. If the applicant wishes to appeal the decision of the Executive to the
Groundwater Commission, the applicant may do so in writing, mailed to the
Director of Public Works, and postmarked within 45 days of the date of issuance
of the Executive’s decision. The appeal shall be brought to the Groundwater
Commission at the next regular meeting of the Groundwater Commssion.
g. If the applicant wishes to appeal the decision of the Groundwater Commssion to
the Board of Directors of the Flood Control and Water Conservation District
(hereinafter “Board”), the applicant may do so in writing mailed to the Director
of Public Works, and postmarked within 45 days of the date of issuance of the
Groundwater Commission’s decision. The appeal shall be brought to the Board at
the next regular meeting of the Board.
h. Throughout the appeal process, the applicant shall bear the burden of providing
evidence to the Executive and the Groundwater Commission that the standards
in the applicable map identified in the regulations do not accurately represent
the actual circumstances. The applicant may produce Elogs of an existing well to
meet its burden of producing evidence but that evidence shall not be conclusory.

