
TEHAMA COUNTY   
GROUNDWATER ADVISORY WORKING GROUP 
CHARTER 
DEVELOPING DEMAND MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS  

UPDATED OCTOBER 1, 2024 

I. INTRODUCTION 

On April 15, 2024, the Board of Directors adopted the following resolutions: 

Resolution 4-2024, establishing a demand management program for the Red Bluff, 

Antelope, and Los Molinos Subbasins to be developed and implementation shall begin no 

later than January 1, 2026.  

 

Resolution 2-2024, establishing a demand management program for the Corning 

Subbasin to be developed and implementation to begin no later than January 1, 2027.  

On April 24, 2024, a Groundwater Commission ad hoc committee was formed and tasked with helping 

to develop demand management programs and work collaboratively with an advisory working group 

that would include broader stakeholder interests. 

This document focuses on outlining the responsibilities, protocols, and processes for the demand 

management stakeholder advisory Working Group (“Working Group”) in collaboration with the Demand 

Management Ad Hoc Committee (“Ad Hoc”). 

II. PURPOSE AND CHARGE 

WORKING GROUP 

Primary purposes of the Demand Management Working Group are: 

1. Represent the interests and perspectives of their respective stakeholder group(s). 

2. Provide input and feedback on groundwater demand management strategies. 

3. Assist in identifying potential impacts and benefits of proposed management strategies. 

4. Facilitate communication between the Commission Ad Hoc and stakeholders. 

5. Support the implementation of the groundwater demand management programs. 

GROUNDWATER COMMISSION AD HOC COMMITTEE 

The primary purposes for the Demand Management Ad Hoc are:  
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1. Represent the interests and perspectives of their respective stakeholder entities, including 

the Groundwater Commission. 

2. Provide input and feedback on groundwater demand management strategies. 

3. Identify potential impacts and benefits of proposed demand management strategies. 

4. Facilitate communication between the Groundwater Commission and Working Group. 

5. Present recommendations for the Commission to discuss and consider for developing the 

groundwater demand management programs. 

6. Support the implementation of the groundwater demand management programs. 

 

III. ANTICIPATED OUTPUTS 

1. Memo outlining recommendations from the Ad Hoc and Working Group, documenting areas 

of alignment and divergence. 

2. Draft elements for the demand management programs documents. 

IV. DECISION MAKING 

1. The District Board of Directors has final decision-making authority on the demand 

management programs (within the county jurisdictional boundaries). 

2. The Groundwater Commission will advise and seek guidance from the Board of Directors 

during the development of the demand management programs. 

3. The Groundwater Commission Ad Hoc Committee will advise and seek guidance from the 

Groundwater Commission. 

4. The Working Group will advise and seek guidance from the Ad Hoc Committee and/or 

Groundwater Commission, as applicable.  

V. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

STAKEHOLDER WORKING GROUP 

1. Attend and actively participate in Working Group meetings 

2. Provide input and feedback on groundwater demand management strategies 

3. Communicate the interests and concerns of their respective group’s perspectives 

4. Assist in disseminating information about the demand management program to their 

respective groups and eliciting feedback. 

5. Collaborate with other members to understand the needs and concerns of others and seek 

consensus on recommendations where possible. 

GROUNDWATER COMMISSION AD HOC COMMITTEE 

1. Attend and actively participate in Ad Hoc meetings 

2. Attend and actively participate in Working Group meetings 
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3. Provide input and feedback on demand management strategies 

4. Communicate the interests and concerns of their respective group’s perspectives 

5. Assist in disseminating information about the program (to their respective groups, including 

the Groundwater Commission) and eliciting feedback. 

6. Collaborate with other members to understand the needs and concerns of others and seek 

consensus on recommendations where possible. 

STAFF 

1. Provide administrative support for the Ad Hoc and Working Group meetings. 

2. Work with consultants to supply relevant data, reports, and information for informed 

decision-making. 

3. Ensure transparency and open communication across groups (Ad Hoc, Working Group, 

Commission, Board, and broader public).  

4. Support coordination with the Corning Sub-basin GSA staff to have the Tehama County’s 

Demand Management Program for the Red Bluff, Antelope, and Los Molinos Subbasins 

aligned and consistent with the Corning Subbasin’s Demand Management Program.  

CONSULTANTS AND OTHER EXTERNAL EXPERTS 

1. Provide technical information (relevant data, reports, etc.) to support informed decision-making.  

2. Conduct tasks under the direction of the GSA Manager. 

 

VI.  MEMBERSHIP 

SELECTION PROCESS  

The Groundwater Commission Chair appoints Ad Hoc members. Ad Hoc members will invite 

Working Group members to ensure balanced representation. The selection process aims for 

diversity in expertise, experience, and perspectives. 

TERM  

Members will serve through the duration of their charge. This is anticipated to be completed by 

2027. 

GROUNDWATER COMMISSION AD HOC COMMITTEE 

The Groundwater Commission appointed three Commission members to serve on the Demand 

Management Ad Hoc Committee: 

● Hal Crain (City of Tehama)  

● Michael Ward (District 4)  

● Todd Hamer (Los Molinos Community Services District) 
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STAKEHOLDER WORKING GROUP 

The Working Group members will consist of members that bring other relevant experience and 

expertise that build upon the knowledge and perspectives represented by the Ad Hoc members.  

Working group members are anticipated to include local perspectives from farming (large and small 

operations), rangelands, environmental impacts, and local community domestic well owners. 

The Ad Hoc members appointed the following representatives to the Demand Management Working 

Group: 

● Bill Borror 

● Brendon Flynn 

● Ben Myhre 

● Steve Gruenwald 

● Ian Turnbull 

 

VII. MEETINGS 

PROTOCOLS 

The Ad Hoc and Working Group will generally rely on and work in alignment with the protocols 

outlined in the Groundwater Commission bylaws, as applicable. The Demand Management Ad Hoc 

and the Working Group are not subject to Brown Act regulations. 

FREQUENCY 

The Working Group is anticipated to meet monthly during the development phases of the 

programs.  

The Ad Hoc will meet as needed, which is anticipated to be monthly to bimonthly during the 

development phase of the program. 

The Working Group and Ad Hoc can revise the meeting frequency as warranted.  

AGENDAS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

As mentioned above, the Ad Hoc and the Working Group are not subject to Brown Act regulations. 

However, the Groundwater Commission is committed to the following procedures to support 

transparent and productive conversations:  
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● The District website will house related Demand Management Ad Hoc and Working Group 

information and resources: https://tehamacountywater.org/demand-management-ad-hoc-

working-group/, such as:  

o Members 

o Meetings notices and updates 

o Call-in information (see below) 

o Meeting materials (as relevant) 

o Meeting audio recordings 

● The anticipated schedule for upcoming Working Group and Ad Hoc meetings will be shared 

in monthly email notices for the Groundwater Commission and Board meeting materials 

● Members of the public can attend Working Group meetings via phone in listen-mode only: 

o To access the meeting audio: 

▪ Dial +1 669 444 9171, Webinar ID: 863 2217 4825.  

o Staff will be able to record these calls and make a link to the mp3 available on the 

website (tehamacountywater.gov).  

o Callers will be muted and will not have the ability to unmute themselves. 

 

DISCUSSION REPORTING 

Reporting on previous meeting discussions should use a standardized framework to summarize the 

dialogue, as relevant: 

● Topic and purpose 

● Ideas/options considered 

● Areas of alignment 

● Areas of differing opinions 

● Discussion outcomes 

● Specific issues or questions seeking Groundwater Commission guidance 

● Next steps 

Discussion/summary report-outs will be conducted by a Demand Management Ad Hoc member, 

and/or designated individual(s) as appropriate (e.g., staff, consultants, or working group 

members). Staff/Consultants will be responsible for drafting a high-level working group 

outcomes summary. 

VIII. EXTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS  

1. The GSA Program Manager will serve as the main point of contact for receiving and responding 

to requests for information from external entities (members of the public, media, etc.).  

https://tehamacountywater.org/
https://tehamacountywater.org/demand-management-ad-hoc-working-group/
https://tehamacountywater.org/demand-management-ad-hoc-working-group/


 
 

(ID # 26609) 

 
  Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 

Board of Directors 
Meeting Date: April 15, 2024 

  Prepared By: Nichole Bethurem 
   

 
Corning Subbasin Demand Management Resolution Amendment 

 
Requested Action(s) 
RESOLUTION - Request an amendment to Resolution No. 2-2024 establishing a 
Demand Management Program for the Corning Subbasin, with the inclusion of revised 
language following the April 4, 2024 Flood Control Board of Directors meeting.  
 
 
Background Information: 
As part of the Corning Subbasin GSP determination response, it has been 
recommended the GSAs develop a demand management program.  
 
During the April 4, 2024 Joint Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation 
District Board of Directors and Corning Sub-basin GSA meeting, the Board of Directors 
adopted Resolution No. 2-2024 establishing a demand management resolution for the 
Corning Subbasin.  
 
The resolution has been modified to include the following language:  
 

Within 90 days of the adoption of this Resolution, the responsible 
groundwater sustainability agency shall review its procedure for providing 
a consistency determination for groundwater well applications pursuant to 
Executive Order N-3-23.  To the extent allowed by law, the responsible 
groundwater sustainability agency may amend or revise the procedures to 
address any new demands that may contribute to overdraft and adversely 
impact the achievement of groundwater sustainability pursuant to the 
amended groundwater sustainability plan (GSP) submitted to the 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) on April 23, 2024.   

 
The language above has been included in the resolution presented to the Corning Sub-
basin GSA on April 11, 2024. 
 
Attachment List: 
Amended Corning Demand Management Reso (with Revised Language) (PDF) 
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Resolution No. 2-2024 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TEHAMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS ESTABLISHING A DEMAND 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM FOR THE CORNING SUBBASIN 
 

WHEREAS, groundwater and surface water resources within the Corning Subbasin are 
vitally important resources for all beneficial uses and users, and to maintain the 
economic viability, prosperity, and sustainability of the Subbasin; and 

WHEREAS, in 2014 the California Legislature passed a statewide framework for 
sustainable groundwater management, known as the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act, California Water Code § 10720-10737.8 (SGMA), pursuant to Senate 
Bill 1168, Senate Bill 1319, and Assembly Bill 1739, which was approved by the 
Governor on September 16, 2014. and went into effect on January 1, 2015; and 

WHEREAS, the Subbasin has been designated by the California Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) as a high-priority subbasin and is subject to the requirements of 
SGMA; and 

WHEREAS, SGMA requires that all medium and high priority groundwater basins in 
California be managed by a GSA and that such management be implemented pursuant 
to an approved Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP); and 

WHEREAS, in January of 2022, the Corning Sub-basin GSA (CSGSA) and Tehama 
County Flood Control and Water Conservation District (the District), collectively the 
GSAs, submitted the Corning Subbasin GSP to DWR; and 

WHEREAS, in October of 2023, DWR determined the GSP was incomplete and would 
require revisions prior to being determined as adequate under SGMA; and 

WHEREAS, SGMA defines sustainability as the management of groundwater that can 
be maintained during the 20-year GSP Implementation Period without causing 
undesirable results; and  

WHEREAS, under SGMA the GSAs are responsible for managing groundwater under 
the GSP to achieve and maintain sustainability according to conditions after SGMA was 
effective that are caused by groundwater management in the Subbasin; and 

WHEREAS, it is acknowledged that sustainable management may result in some 
groundwater level decline during the GSP Implementation Period prior to achieving 
sustainable groundwater conditions by or before 2042 and this decline may give rise to 
adverse impacts to some wells; and 

WHEREAS, the GSAs acknowledge that during the GSP Implementation Period it will 
be necessary to implement projects and management actions to achieve and maintain 
sustainable groundwater conditions in the Subbasins by or before 2042; and 
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WHEREAS, it is acknowledged that successful implementation of planned GSP projects 
to achieve their intended recharge benefits during the 20-year GSP Implementation 
Period (prior to 2042) is dependent in part on uncertainties related to hydrologic 
conditions, including precipitation and snowpack, and available water supply during that 
time period; and 

WHEREAS, the GSAs acknowledge that implementation of management actions will be 
necessary to offset these uncertainties related to project implementation and project 
benefits to ensure that sustainable groundwater conditions are achieved in the 
Subbasin by or before 2042; and 

WHEREAS, it is acknowledged that wet hydrologic conditions and faster 
implementation of projects may result in diminished need for management actions, and  

WHEREAS, the GSAs acknowledge that dry hydrologic conditions, prolonged drought, 
and delayed implementation of projects may result in an accelerated need for 
management actions; and 

WHEREAS, the GSAs recognize that in order to obtain a determination that the GSPs 
are adequate, DWR is seeking a firm commitment from the GSAs for their consideration 
of management action(s) to address and mitigate overdraft and groundwater level 
decline during their management of the Subbasin; and 

WHEREAS, the GSAs acknowledge that they cannot control groundwater conditions 
not caused by actions taken by the GSA; and 

WHEREAS, the GSAs acknowledge that SGMA requires sustainable groundwater 
management; however, SGMA does not make GSAs responsible for injury from 
overdraft; and  

WHEREAS, the GSAs acknowledge that management action(s) to address and mitigate 
overdraft, groundwater level decline, and subsidence will be implemented in 
coordination with other related programs in the Subbasin and in the region, as 
applicable. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, in consideration of the conditions contained 
herein and these Recitals, which are hereby incorporated herein by this reference, the 
Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation District has committed to review, 
consider, and undertake mitigation actions for demand management through 
development of a Demand Management Program (Program) as follows: 

 

1. PROGRAM MEASURES 

Within 90 days of the adoption of this Resolution, the responsible 
groundwater sustainability agency shall review its procedure for providing 
a consistency determination for groundwater well applications pursuant to 
Executive Order N-3-23.  To the extent allowed by law, the responsible 
groundwater sustainability agency may amend or revise the procedures to 
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address any new demands that may contribute to overdraft and adversely 
impact the achievement of groundwater sustainability pursuant to the 
amended groundwater sustainability plan (GSP) submitted to the 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) on April [xx], 2024.   
 
 
The Program is anticipated to include some subset of the following 
Program measures: 

 

• Measures to be considered and moved forward for immediate 
implementation (at the Program start date). Measures may 
include, but are not limited to, the following voluntary measures for 
reducing demand: 
o Best management practices (agronomic practices, soil 

moisture monitoring and management, delayed irrigation 
and/or regulated deficit irrigation, runoff capture, etc. to 
reduce groundwater extraction) 

o Water conservation (focusing on activities to reduce 
consumptive use and groundwater extraction) 

o Encouraging use of all available surface water in lieu of 
groundwater pumping 

o Multi-benefit land repurposing (e.g., recharge basins, 
renewable energy, habitat, recreational spaces) 

o Incentivized land use changes that provide net groundwater 
benefit 

o Dry farming 
o Fallowing (not associated with groundwater substitution 

transfers) 
 

• Measures to be considered and moved forward for phased 
adaptive implementation (i.e., develop the actions further so that 
they are ready to implement in phases, commensurate with issues). 
Measures may include, but are not limited to: 
o Allocations, considering: 

▪ Well restrictions 
▪ Pumping restrictions 
▪ Water market/trading and/or fee structures 
 

• Phased adaptive implementation measures are to be implemented 
commensurate with: 
o The amount of demand reduction required. 
o The issue(s) facing the area(s) where the measure(s) are to 

be implemented, considering, but not confined to: 
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▪ Options for regional implementation of certain actions 
(around a “Special Zones” where undesirable results 
are occurring), and/or 

▪ Options for Subbasin-wide implementation of certain 
actions (equal treatment of the Subbasin as a whole). 

▪ Options for Management Area-wide implementation of 
certain actions (equal treatment for all subbasins 
within the Subbasin or the entirety of the Subbasin) 

 

2. FUNDING AND FINANCING 

The District and CSGSA will fund the Program through long term GSA 
funding mechanisms as determined by the District Board and CSGSA 
respectively. 

Estimated expenses for the Program are difficult to ascertain due to the 
significant variables involved. However, budgetary numbers will range 
from $150,000 to $1,000,000 annually. 

However, these numbers are only estimated for planning purposes and 
are subject to revision during Program development. 

It is anticipated that the Program funding will come from one, or a 
combination, of the following sources established by the Parties: 

• GSA fees and assessment 
• Funds generated through implementation of other projects and 

management actions (e.g., fines and/or penalties) 
• County/state/federal funding, as available 
• Other sources, as identified 
 

3. TERM 

The Program shall be developed and implementation shall begin no later 
than January 1, 2027 (the Program start date). Upon implementation, the 
Program shall continue in perpetuity unless otherwise directed by the 
GSAs. 

4. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 

The GSAs shall, as part of Program development, define the Program’s 
purpose, objectives, scope, roles and responsibilities, requirements, and 
potential outcomes. 

The anticipated goal of the Program is to address and mitigate overdraft 
and groundwater level decline, and related undesirable results during the 
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GSP Implementation Period, as defined in the Revised GSP, by reducing 
demand for groundwater. 

Items for consideration during Program development include, but are not 
limited to: 

• Definitions 
• Program measures, including: 

o Measures for immediate implementation (i.e., measures that 
will move forward at the Program start date) 

o Measures for phased adaptive implementation (i.e., 
measures that will be developed further so that they are 
ready to implement in phases, commensurate with issues) 

• Public outreach and engagement process 
• Coordination of Program with other related programs in the region, 

as applicable 
• Implementation considerations and protocol for phased adaptive 

implementation measures: 
o Identification of area(s) where measures are applicable 
o Determination of sustainable yield for those areas 
o Determination of an appropriate transition period from 

current to sustainable conditions (prior to 2042), considering 
uncertainties of the basin setting and of the timelines for 
other projects. 

o Process and timeline for implementing phased measures. 
o Process and timeline for evaluating and adapting measures 

to respond to changing conditions (in annual reports and 
periodic GSP evaluations). 

o Considerations for allocation development and enforcement, 
as applicable, related to consumed versus extracted 
groundwater. 

o Monitoring and enforcement process 
o Funding and financing, including the planned annual 

Program funding responsibilities. 

5. PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION AND MANAGEMENT 

It is anticipated that a committee will be formed to create and set the final 
terms of the Program. The final implementation and management of the 
Program will be approved by the GSAs prior to the program start date. 

6. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

The GSAs will complete any environmental review as may be determined 
necessary for Program implementation. 

 

5.1.a

Packet Pg. 60

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

A
m

en
de

d 
C

or
ni

ng
 D

em
an

d 
M

an
ag

em
en

t R
es

o 
(w

ith
 R

ev
is

ed
 L

an
gu

ag
e)

  (
26

60
9 

: C
or

ni
ng

 S
ub

ba
si

n 
D

em
an

d 
M

an
ag

em
en

t



Resolution No. 2-2024: Demand Management Program for the Corning Subbasin  Page 6 of 6 

 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Director _________ and seconded by Director 
_______on April 4, 2024 and adopted by the following vote: 
 
 
 

AYES:  

NOES:  

ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:  

 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
    ) 
COUNTY OF TEHAMA ) 
 
I, JENNIFER VISE, County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the Board of Directors of the 
Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, State of California, 
hereby certify the above and foregoing to be a full, true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by said Board of Directors on the ____ day of April 2024. 
 
 
Dated: ________________ 

 
 
 

JENNIFER A. VISE, County Clerk and ex-officio 
Clerk of the Board of Directors of the Tehama 

County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, 
State of California 

 
 
 

By: _______________________ 
Deputy 
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(ID # 26623) 

 
  Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 

Board of Directors 
Meeting Date: April 15, 2024 

  Prepared By: Nichole Bethurem 
   

 
Resolution Establishing a Demand Management Program for the Red Bluff, 

Antelope, and Los Molinos Subbasins 
 

Requested Action(s) 
RESOLUTION - Request the adoption of Resolution No. 4-2024 establishing a Demand 
Management Program for the Red Bluff, Antelope, and Los Molinos Subbasins. 
 
 
Background Information: 
As part of the GSP determination response for the Red Bluff, Antelope, and Los Molinos 
Subbasins, it has been recommended the GSA develop a demand management 
program.  
 
During the April 4, 2024 Joint Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation 
District Board of Directors and Corning Sub-basin GSA meeting, the Board of Directors 
adopted Resolution No. 2-2024 establishing a demand management resolution for the 
Corning Subbasin.  
 
The resolution has been amended to include the following language, which has been 
included the attached resolution for the remaining subbasins:  
 

Within 90 days of the adoption of this Resolution, the responsible 
groundwater sustainability agency shall review its procedure for providing 
a consistency determination for groundwater well applications pursuant to 
Executive Order N-3-23.  To the extent allowed by law, the groundwater 
sustainability agency may amend or revise the procedures to address any 
new demands that may contribute to overdraft and adversely impact the 
achievement of groundwater sustainability pursuant to the amended 
groundwater sustainability plan (GSP) submitted to the Department of 
Water Resources (DWR) on April 23, 2024.   

 
Attachment List: 
RB, Ant, LM Demand Management Resolution - March 2024 (PDF) 
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and Los Molinos Subbasins  
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Resolution No. 4 – 2024 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TEHAMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS ESTABLISHING A DEMAND 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM FOR THE ANTELOPE, RED BLUFF AND LOS 
MOLINOS SUBBASINS 

 
 

WHEREAS, groundwater and surface water resources within Tehama County are 
vitally important resources for all beneficial users, and to maintain the economic 
viability, prosperity, and sustainability of the County; and 

WHEREAS, in 2014 the California Legislature passed a statewide framework for 
sustainable groundwater management, known as the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act, California Water Code § 10720-10737.8 (SGMA), pursuant to 
Senate Bill 1168, Senate Bill 1319, and Assembly Bill 1739, which was approved by 
the Governor on September 16, 2014. and went into effect on January 1, 2015; and 

WHEREAS, the Subbasins have been designated by the California Department of 
Water Resources (DWR) as medium and high-priority subbasins and are subject to 
the requirements of SGMA; and 

WHEREAS, SGMA requires that all medium and high priority groundwater basins in 
California be managed by a GSA and that such management be implemented 
pursuant to an approved Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP); and 

WHEREAS, in January of 2022, the Tehama County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District (the District) submitted GSPs to DWR; and 

WHEREAS, in October of 2023, DWR determined the GSPs were incomplete and 
would require revisions prior to being determined as adequate under SGMA; and 

WHEREAS, SGMA defines sustainability as the management of groundwater that 
can be maintained during  the 20-year GSP Implementation Period without causing 
undesirable results; and  

WHEREAS, under SGMA the GSAs are responsible for managing Groundwater 
under the GSP to achieve and maintain sustainability according to conditions after 
SGMA was effective that are caused by groundwater management in the Subbasin; 
and 

WHEREAS, it is acknowledged that sustainable management may result in some 
groundwater level decline during the GSP Implementation Period prior to achieving 
sustainable groundwater conditions by or before 2042 and this decline may give rise 
to adverse impacts to some wells; and 
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WHEREAS, the District acknowledges that during the GSP Implementation Period it 
will be necessary to implement projects and management actions to achieve and 
maintain sustainable groundwater conditions in the Subbasins by or before 2042; 
and 

WHEREAS, it is acknowledged that successful implementation of planned GSP 
projects to achieve their intended recharge benefits during the 20-year GSP 
Implementation Period (prior to 2042) is dependent in part on uncertainties related to 
hydrologic conditions, including precipitation and snowpack, and available water 
supply during that time period; and 

WHEREAS, the District acknowledges that implementation of management actions 
will be necessary to offset these uncertainties related to project implementation and 
project benefits to ensure that sustainable groundwater conditions are achieved in 
the Subbasin by or before 2042; and 

WHEREAS, it is acknowledged that wet hydrologic conditions and faster 
implementation of projects may result in diminished need for management actions, 
and  

WHEREAS, the District acknowledges that dry hydrologic conditions, prolonged 
drought, and delayed implementation of projects may result in an accelerated need 
for management actions; and 

WHEREAS, the District recognizes that in order to obtain a determination that the 
GSPs are adequate, DWR is seeking a firm commitment from the District for their 
consideration of management action(s) to address and mitigate overdraft and 
groundwater level decline during their management of the Subbasin; and 

WHEREAS, the District acknowledges that they cannot control groundwater 
conditions not caused by actions taken by the GSA; and 

WHEREAS, the District acknowledges that SGMA requires sustainable groundwater 
management; however, SGMA does not make GSAs responsible for injury from 
overdraft; and  

WHEREAS, the District acknowledges that management action(s) to address and 
mitigate overdraft, groundwater level decline, and subsidence will be implemented in 
coordination with other related programs in the County of Tehama and in the region, 
as applicable. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, in consideration of the conditions contained 
herein and these Recitals, which are hereby incorporated herein by this reference, 
the District has committed to review, consider, and undertake mitigation actions for 
demand management through development of a Demand Management Program 
(Program) as follows: 
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1. PROGRAM MEASURES 

Within 90 days of the adoption of this Resolution, the responsible 
groundwater sustainability agency shall review its procedure for providing 
a consistency determination for groundwater well applications pursuant to 
Executive Order N-3-23.  To the extent allowed by law, the responsible 
groundwater sustainability agency may amend or revise the procedures to 
address any new demands that may contribute to overdraft and adversely 
impact the achievement of groundwater sustainability pursuant to the 
amended groundwater sustainability plan (GSP) submitted to the 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) on April 23, 2024.   

The Program is anticipated to include some subset of the following 
Program measures: 

 

• Measures to be considered and moved forward for immediate 
implementation (at the Program start date). Measures may 
include, but are not limited to, the following voluntary measures for 
reducing demand: 
o Best management practices (agronomic practices, soil 

moisture monitoring and management, delayed irrigation 
and/or regulated deficit irrigation, runoff capture, etc. to 
reduce groundwater extraction) 

o Water conservation (focusing on activities to reduce 
consumptive use and groundwater extraction) 

o Encouraging use of all available surface water in lieu of 
groundwater pumping 

o Multi-benefit land repurposing (e.g., recharge basins, 
renewable energy, habitat, recreational spaces) 

o Incentivized land use changes that provide net groundwater 
benefit 

o Dry farming 
o Fallowing (not associated with groundwater substitution 

transfers) 
 

• Measures to be considered and moved forward for phased 
adaptive implementation (i.e., develop the actions further so that 
they are ready to implement in phases, commensurate with issues). 
Measures may include, but are not limited to: 
o Allocations, considering: 

▪ Well restrictions 
▪ Pumping restrictions 
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▪ Water market/trading and/or fee structures 
 

• Phased adaptive implementation measures are to be implemented 
commensurate with: 
o The amount of demand reduction required. 
o The issue(s) facing the area(s) where the measure(s) are to 

be implemented, considering, but not confined to: 
▪ Options for regional implementation of certain actions 

(around a “Special Zones” where undesirable results 
are occurring), and/or 

▪ Options for Subbasin-wide implementation of certain 
actions (equal treatment of the Subbasin as a whole). 

▪ Options for Management Area-wide implementation of 
certain actions (equal treatment for all subbasins 
within the District or the entirety of the District) 

 

2. FUNDING AND FINANCING 

The District will fund the Program through long term GSA funding 
mechanisms as determined by the District Board. 
Estimated expenses for the Program are difficult to ascertain due to the 
significant variables involved. However, budgetary numbers will range 
from $150,000 to $1,000,000 annually. However, these numbers are only 
estimated for planning purposes and are subject to revision during 
Program development. 
 
It is anticipated that the Program funding will come from one, or a 
combination, of the following sources established by the Parties: 
• GSA fees and assessment 
• Funds generated through implementation of other projects and 

management actions (e.g., fines and/or penalties) 
• County/state/federal funding, as available 
• Other sources, as identified 
 

3. TERM 

The Program shall be developed and implementation shall begin no later 
than January 1, 2026 (the Program start date). Upon implementation, the 
Program shall continue in perpetuity unless otherwise directed by the 
District. 

 
4. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 
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The District shall, as part of Program development, define the Program’s 
purpose, objectives, scope, roles and responsibilities, requirements, and 
potential outcomes. 

The anticipated goal of the Program is to address and mitigate overdraft 
and groundwater level decline, and related undesirable results during the 
GSP Implementation Period, as defined in the Revised GSP, by reducing 
demand for groundwater. 

Items for consideration during Program development include, but are not 
limited to: 

• Definitions 
• Program measures, including: 

o Measures for immediate implementation (i.e., measures that 
will move forward at the Program start date) 

o Measures for phased adaptive implementation (i.e., 
measures that will be developed further so that they are 
ready to implement in phases, commensurate with issues) 

• Public outreach and engagement process 
• Coordination of Program with other related programs in the region, 

as applicable 
• Implementation considerations and protocol for phased adaptive 

implementation measures: 
o Identification of area(s) where measures are applicable 
o Determination of sustainable yield for those areas 
o Determination of an appropriate transition period from 

current to sustainable conditions (prior to 2042), considering 
uncertainties of the basin setting and of the timelines for 
other projects. 

o Process and timeline for implementing phased measures. 
o Process and timeline for evaluating and adapting measures 

to respond to changing conditions (in annual reports and 
periodic GSP evaluations). 

o Considerations for allocation development and enforcement, 
as applicable, related to consumed versus extracted 
groundwater 

o Monitoring and enforcement process 
o Funding and financing, including the planned annual 

Program funding responsibilities. 
 

5. PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION AND MANAGEMENT 
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It is anticipated that a committee will be formed to create and set the final 
terms of the Program. The final implementation and management of the 
Program will be approved by the District prior to the program start date. 

 

6. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

The District will complete any environmental review as may be determined 
necessary for Program implementation. 

 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Director _________ and seconded by Director 
_______on April 4, 2024 and adopted by the following vote: 
 
 
 

AYES:  

NOES:  

ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:  

 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
    ) 
COUNTY OF TEHAMA ) 
 
I, JENNIFER VISE, County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the Board of Directors of the 
Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, State of California, 
hereby certify the above and foregoing to be a full, true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by said Board of Directors on the ____ day of April 2024. 
 
 
Dated: ________________ 

 
 
 

JENNIFER A. VISE, County Clerk and ex-officio 
Clerk of the Board of Directors of the Tehama 

County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, 
State of California 

 
 
 

By: _______________________Deputy 
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2. As outlined above, each Ad Hoc and Working Group member is responsible for guiding outreach 

and engagement efforts within their respective interest groups.  

3. Requests from media for Working Group- or Ad Hoc-related comments or appearances should 

be directed to the GSA Program Manager.  

4. When talking to external parties, Ad Hoc and Working Group members are asked to represent 

their own views only. Only the GSA Program Manager may speak for the Working Group. Any 

member may speak about the Working Group. 

IX. EVALUATION AND UPDATES 

This document may be reevaluated and updated per the Groundwater Commission’s direction at any 

time.  

X. CONTACTS 

Justin Jenson  

GSA Program Manager and Flood Control/Water Resources Deputy Director 

(530) 690-0700 ext. 201 

jjenson@tcpw.ca.gov  

 

Lena Sequeira 

Administrative Assistant 

(530) 690-0700 ext. 200 

lsequeira@tcpw.ca.gov   

XI. APPENDICES 

A. Resolution 4-2024 - Demand management program for the Red Bluff, Antelope, and Los 

Molinos Subbasins.   

B. Resolution 2-2024 - Demand management program for the Corning Subbasin 

mailto:jjenson@tcpw.ca.gov
mailto:lsequeira@tcpw.ca.gov
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